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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. TAYLOR of North Carolina).

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
July 14, 1999.

| hereby appoint the Honorable CHARLES H.
TAYLOR to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

PRAYER

The Reverend Sam Whaley, Word of
Faith Fellowship, Spindale, North
Carolina, offered the following prayer:

Let us pray. Father God, we count it
an honor to come before You on behalf
of our Congress and leaders. We need
You to be in control of our Nation. We
are in desperate need of Your wisdom,
Your will, and Your divine protection.
We cry out for Your wisdom and cour-
age to come to the hearts of our lead-
ers so they will have strength to take
a stand for righteousness. Cause them
to be aware of how important it is to
inquire of You before any decision is
made since You and You alone place
them in the authority to execute Your
righteous judgments.

Father, forgive us. We as a Nation
have not reverenced and inquired of
You for our land to be healed. Have
mercy on us. Put a heart of prayer in
Your people. Thank You, Dear Lord.
Amen.

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
MascaRrA) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. MASCARA led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain 15 one-minute
speeches on each side.

HELP THE MINING INDUSTRY; DO
NOT ELIMINATE IT

(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, the basis
of our Nation’s mining laws was en-
acted on May 10, 1872. Over the years,
this law has become probably the most
misrepresented statute on the books
today.

This land tenure law governs access
to public lands for mineral exploration
and specifies the conditions under
which title to mineral deposits can be
obtained once they are discovered.

The 1872 law primarily affects the 12
western States in this Nation, and
these 12 States account for 75 percent
of the minerals produced and more
than 92 percent of the public land of
this Nation.

Before Congress enacts any signifi-
cant new policies, we must carefully
consider the effects and consequences
that could adversely affect this valu-

able industry and dramatically reduce
the quality of life for all Americans,
which would further destroy tens of
thousands of high-paying jobs if not
done correctly.

The mining industry is already in
danger due to an unending mudslide of
Federal regulations, fees, and needless
bureaucracy. Mr. Speaker, we have
come to the point where we need to
begin helping the mining industry in-
stead of trying to eliminate it.

PRESCRIPTION DRUG PRICES

(Mr. MASCARA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MASCARA. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to ask my colleagues to join
with me in sending a message to our
senior citizens across this country that
we in Congress are committed to cut-
ting the cost of their prescriptions.

Many of the seniors that | spoke with
during the July 4th break told me
about the difficulties they are experi-
encing in paying for their prescrip-
tions. Oftentimes they are being forced
to make a choice between buying food
or buying their medicine. It is a na-
tional disgrace that we in the wealthi-
est country in the world are having our
elderly make that decision in the first
place.

Cutting the dosage or doing without
prescriptions eventually adds to the
cost of health care. This is a no
brainer. Join the gentleman from Ten-
nessee (Mr. WAMP) and me in support of
a House concurrent resolution dealing
with this matter. I ask my colleagues
to express their commitment to pro-
vide our Nation’s seniors with fair and
reasonable access to prescription
drugs.

Our senior citizens have asked for
our help, and it is now time to deliver.
Now, not later.
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